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INTRODUCTION

What is Chestnut Hill? Once a distinct area of farms
and country estales, today it is essentially a zip code
that includes parts of Brookline, Newton and Boston
(Br ghton) This varied community is clustered around
t!'n% original Chestnut Hill hill, the shopping areas lining
Route 9/Boylston Street and Hommond Street, including
the MBTA line and Post Office
But did you know that the communities of Chestnut Hill
maintain over three hundred and fifty acres of park
and conservalion land, with miles of marked trails?
These public green spaces offer remarkable diver
within Chestnut Hill's three square miles. They inc
magnificent stands of He
stone |ai '.|".-,_-“;. in Hoar Sanctuc Iy, paths w In.‘l""'j 1
a historic woodland "wild garden” at Hou
Garden; a great pond; streams and babb
er and Saw Mill: a quaking beg in L\..-_.
thot provides spring breeding grounds for spotted
manders: and Walnut Hills Cemetery, one of
19th century cemeteries - like Mount Avburn and
signed tc ate a naturalistic parkland

of paved walkways, lawns

We are fortunote to have such varied and beautifu
park and conservation land, all within a half-hour of
downtown Boston. But even an established community
Chestnut Hill is not immune to the pressure of
= -:_'=E-"'!E‘-"| that may swallow up open spat

ar vacant or unused to the untrained

-:_f_-!W"Llr':l-.- is an integral part

VWater 1. How we treat our local lands:
repercussions for | 0 of the larger environment
as water moves 1o the Charles River to Boston Harbor

to the Atlantic €
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SOME THINGS TO KNOW BEFORE YOU VISIT
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pecies and native hat

arder
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from the intrusion of
ts and disturbing the hab
. are excluded (Brookling) or to be kept on
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chipmunks, and other animals

recreation, both active
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Webster
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Area (West)
& Cohen
Conservation

Area

Time: 3(
Distance
Season: A

Accessibility: |

Major Interest:
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LOCATION AND PARKING

ter Conservation Area & Cohen Conservotic

residential streets or
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COMMENTS

xcoming an Oak

and shrubs still exist

n some areqas here

S an ared

sometimes the ground 15 very wel

HISTORY

1900’s ¢
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space master plan that

the Hammond Pond Parkw

was under partic
; northern end |

this effort, land

and was C

ct :-‘ YMIMISSION )

he rest of Webster/Lor

to1979 by eminent dor

Mrs. Bob Cohen donated «
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10-min
DID YOU KNOW

That most of our rock outcrops in Chestnut Hill are
Puddingstone - named by Oliver Wendell Holmes
because he thought it looked like pudding turned to

stonel

That all the water in streams and brooks in Chestnut
Hill eventually flow into the Charles River?

Whenever you see a stone wall it marks where a field
or other cleared land used to be?
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Webster
Conservation
Area (East)
& Houghton
Garden

Distance: 4/°
Seqson

Accessibility: Limited

Major Interest
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LOCATIONM & PARKING

Parkin g along Suffol

parking lot on western edge of F
DIRECTIONS

To Hammond Pond Trail:

From the west proceeding east on

To Houghton Garden/Lowell Lane:

From east proceeding west ¢

sarder
sancerfully

o Warren Manning

d by Mr. and Mrs

lhe LIty
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W » he |_'..;|'|.' :'-._] i._.f

HISTORY

= thot
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ol aqgricl ture

ier Rocky Run Brook just ot
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D YOU KNOW

t a browse line is the

That a vernal pool is a depression in the ground that
collects and holds water in the spring long enough for
amphibians (frogs and salamanders) to lay eggs, and
tor the eggs to hatch? They are important because
fish cannot live in them, so the eggs and babies have

a better chance of surviving

The Old Cranberry Bog was formed about 12,000
years ago with the relreal of the last glacier. The
glacier left behind a depression filled with a large
chunk of ice. The ice melted and became a lake

that eventually filled in with decayed plant material,
creating this bog. The soil is called peat, and extends
down 21 feel to a grovel layer that marks the til
(rocky bottom) deposited by the glacier. In the past

century, this depression was flooded by the dam

(still at the southern end) and perhaps used to grow

cranberries

Each spring the Monarch Butterfly migrates north from
{5 winler home in the mountains of Mexico to New
England - a 3,000-mile trip? The female lays her eggs
only an common Milkweed (Asclepias syrioca). The
toliage supplies the larva with food These leaves
contain toxins that make both the caterpillar and the
grown butterfly indigestible to predators. The black &
orange pattern on the wings signals this danger. The

butterflies feed on the nectar of flowers like goldenrod

chestnut_17.jpg




Hammond
Pond

& Hammond
Woods

Time: 20 mir
Distance: 1
Season: A

Accessibility: Level pat

Major Interest:
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LOCATION & PARKING

on Et. 2 take exit ramp

Pond will be |

COMMENTS
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DID YOU KNOW...7

That kettle ponds were created about 10,000 years ago

when a large block of ice broke off o glacier? When the
ice melted, the water become a pond. Now ponds like

Hommond Pond collect rain water and other run-off

This pond will eventually fill in and become a marsh?

Not to feed the ducks and geese? Wild migratory ducks
and geese need to eat foods high in fat content to build
up energy to safely fly to their winter feeding grounds
The best way to take care of them is to have traditional
food plants available

Water lilies calm the water in the pond by reducing the
wave action? This also reduces the amount of cxygen in
the water, which causes the pond to fill in more rapidly
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Lost Pond
Conservation

Area

Time: 3
Distance: 1/4 n
Season

Accessibility: Limited

Major Interest
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LOCATION & PARKING
Parking on street, trail sigr
DIRECTIONS

lake

>0 right at the

ight at light (Heath St.) and

then immediate left onto Arlington Rd. Park at end

neqar sian

2. From east pr
Hammond Street. Take third right on W
Woodland Rd. and straight past stop ligh

ond Pond Parkway. Take first left onto Arlington

#60 to end at Hammond Pond Parkway and
Haommond Pond Plowy
nce. Cross over the Pkwy and walk one
block. Turn left onto Arlington Rd. Entrance ot end

marked by ©
COMMENTS

o a guaking

b wetland

poony arg

sating mat over the we

ywhnen someoneg walks

af the water underneath

the land 15 ‘quaking
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Generally peat bogs fill in over time. Qver i
000 vears encuah time has

0" lake place. It is a mystery

a transfer

£, Brookl ne Town Mesting

acre parcel o
Commission for

use

NATURE TRAIL

-:[.'_.'n the e

pathway forks
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DID YOU KNOW,

That dragonflies and damselflies lay their eggs on a
reed under water?

That some plants eat insects? Look for pitcher plants

on either side of you

Spotted salamanders are amphibions? They are born
in water but live on land as adults. They have moist
skins -they drink and breathe through their skin
Spotted salamanders are Mole salamanders - they
live in tunnels in the ground, They are black with

yellow spots and can grow up to 10" in length. They
are nocturnal, secretive, and voiceless, migrating out

of the surrounding woods o ponds to breed in lale

March. They eat earthworms, snails, insects, spiders,
and particularly larval and adult beetles. If grabbed
by their tail, it will drop off and they will grow a new
one. Spotted salamanders can live up to 20-30 years
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Kennard Park
& Conservation

Distance
Season: £

Accessibility
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LOCATION & PARKING

Parking

ling east on Rit. 9, take righ

Church of Newton 5ign on corne

park on left between stone piers

west on Rt 9, take left onic

lake s
2 g right onto

iz an right entrance

244 Dudle W

it the C ar

circu

The Conservalic

pogqraphy of postagr cultural land allowed to reve

natural woodland !G!’_IL Pine

hillside, a Red Maple swamp, anc

Marsh) where South Meadow

HISTORY
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-ropland. They date |
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passenaer pigeons, pack

m to Faneui

way 1o approact s W 3 ough

o the park. If you turn right after enlernng

ywi the gently sloping arass, you will see

At the top of the hill where the path goes throughn o
e path again crosses a

On the right

n the middle are private
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DID YOU KNOW

That someone here saw a Great Horned Owl hold ng
a squirrel while perched on a tree limb? And it was in
broad daylight

That ferns have spores? You can see them on the back
of the leaves in summer

That passenger pigeons used to ‘darken the sky’ there
were 50 many of them when they passed over during
migrations in the 17th century?
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Dane Park

lime
Distance
Season

Accessibility:
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LOCATION & PARKING

'I{;;I"‘, hand side

nd St. corner. Parl

d St
DIRECTIONS

the west proceeding e

Farek on YyWwoo

ine ‘D’ train to Chestnut Hill stop
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and head so0

Take Green L

Hammond St
sing Bl 9 to Woodla

CrOss
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Country Day School is on
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COMMENTS
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by the Town of Brookline for Putterham

Tor maintenance oy

Golt Course

HISTORY

Dane Park was once part of the Ernest Dane est
The Town of

Rnrnl_l-:’]i-“,-'.."_'_'-l"l__'i W f & WMIONor
1953

Brookline acquired Dane Park

from Mr. Dane to i
jcation. Lot A (on Woodland Rd.) was bought

Cres

and Lot B w The total area is 17.23 «

park was developed and contained

it and bar-B-Q grills. Due to vandalism

and the land

Recently a ‘Friends of Dane Park’ has been formed to

=claim this valuable land for public use

(=1

NATURE TRAIL

As you enter the
marked site
I

when molten !

Further on the

change in temperature causes the

a to cool quickly into a teardrop shape

L L

ot nardened

Across the path Site #3 shows examples

volcanic ash
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DID YOU KNOW

That the American Chestnut tree (Castanea dentata)
wiped out by a blight over 50 years ago, still grows
from the roots of old trees? You can see lots of young
shoots growing from old stumps

That blueberries (Vaccinium) are a native plant and
come in two forms: highbush and lowbush? Birds and
other wildlife like to eat them os much as we do. You
can see them on both sides of the main walk

Avalon is the name given to one of several terranes
in Massachusetts mode up of distinct rock formations.
Avalon was originally part of o volcanic island chain
near the South Pole. With continental drift, over
millions of years, this volcanic formation moved

north to what is now New England

That poison ivy is a native plant? The early colonialists
thought it was so pretty. that they took it back to
England
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D. Blakeley
Hoar Sanctuary

Distance: 3/4 n

Season: A

Accessibility: Limited

Major Interest
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LOCATION & PARKING

Park on Beverly Rd
ool or on the street

starts near the entrance

schoaol

Visit Town of Brookline website for a virtual tour

www.townotbrookline.com/conser ion/sanctuaries
DIRECTIONS

From the west proceeding east on Rt. @
onto Hammond Pond Parkway. At Horace ]
Take first
t. Park on the

fonke

court area. The trai

v the tennis Courts

nce James
onto LaGrange 5t. Take first |eft

school

contains three different ecosys
h forest, Red Map
ded upland is ma
15 Oak, Elm, and B

vich continues to reqgenerate

The Red Maple swamp is dominated by wetland

mainly Red Maple |

shrubs are Highbus!

um) and Sweet Peppert

south brand

(nedr the 1k s courts) to w
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The Hemlock-Beech for

o be fields and 1stures

HISTORY

D. Blakeley Hoar, a noted Brook

conservationist, stipulated in his will that income fron
0 porhion ol his estate be used to sh a bird

sanctuary in Brog In 1941, 40 vears after his

=)

death, this bird sonctuary was established for

enjoymen
Dmmission manages the

= Friends of D. Bla

al your back, go left through the Hemlo:
The temperature changes and |
an forest must he

1::'r'-_'__1-:"_:.:*-=-

After the forest the
Maple swamp
Leatherbee Wo
At the end of the
Mill Brook chan

Mill Brook (s BBy sm here the
starts to climb to higher land. and vou wil
Caks and other
Lontinuing along the
of Hemlock and n

ledges
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DID YOU KNOW

That o Red Maple swamp is a wet-land often with
standing water? This means that some trees like caks
cannot live there

That an erratic is the name for a large boulder that
was left by the glaciers o long time ago?

The maoterial the boardwalk is made out of is recycled
wood fiber and plastic by Trex easy-Care Decking?
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Saw Mill Brook
Conservation

Area

Time: 30 m
Distance
Season: A

Accessibility

Major Interest
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HISTORY

he Saw Mill Brook Cc

aaricultural land and/or past
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DID YOU KNOW

That Cardinal Flowers (Lobeliao cardinalis) were

named because the bright red color reminded people

of vestments worn by Roman Catholic Cardinals?
The long tube shopes of the flowers mean they are

pollinated by hummingbirds.

That Trillium roots were gothered and eaten by

American Indians?

That Saw Mill Brook got it's name from being used for

a saw mill?
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Walinut Hills
Cemetery

Time: 3
Distance
Season: A

Accessibility: Easy

Major Interest
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LOCATION & PARKING

1g the greer

e 0. Blakely Hoar
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e sculptures. Many of the graves

or eloborate scu
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stone lec

NATURE TRAIL

There are maps and brochures at the entranc

5 picturesgue. Walnut Hills

roadway or path |
and Mt Waverly Ave. have particularly r

der gravesites

] some of the ol

chestnut_51.JPG




DO YOU KNOW .7
Famous people buried here

Charles Sprague Sargent -First director of the Arnold
Arboretumn from 1871 to 1926

Henry Hobson Richardson -Architect of Trinity Church,
Boston

Guy Lowell - Landscape Architect and Architect,
designed the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
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OTHER OPEN SPACES TO VISIT

There are many other green spaces to explore within a

short distance of Chestnut Hill, Some like the Eme

Mecklace system of parks and parkways are world
tamous, while others are lesser known. The following
areas are listed and described with the hope that they
will be visited often and will benefit from the ongaoing
appreciation of the contributions that they make to both
our relationship with and our enjoyment of the natura

world
BOSTON

1. Brook Farm Reservation (National Historic Site)
&70 Baker St West R:_‘tx.’_':l_'j,-
(1/3 mile west of VFW Parkway)

Parking available on site near entrance and near

Gethsemane Cemetery

This is the site of the Brook Farm Institute of Agriculture
& Education, a utopian community/coop ve farm

tounded in 1841 by New England Transcendentalists
Later the site served as a training ground for Union

soldiers during the Civil War

Once open farmland, these 179 acres include orchards,
meadows, marshes, Red Maple swamp, upland forests,
old fields and open hillsides overlocking the Saw Mill
Brook and the Charles River. Unpaved trails through the
Reservation invite hikers. Occasic nterpretive walks
are offered by the MDC, which has mar aged the site
since 1988

2. Chestnut Hill Reservoir

Beacon St between Cleveland Circle and the
Boston College Stadium
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vere added

3. Letherbee Woods (Hancock Swamp)
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4 M|Ilenn|ur'n Park (West Roxbury)
er Rd., west of the intersecti

vest parks, Millen

the site of the forme

mies ol paved Dl

=5 of playing fields

m Park's

Aill Brook that connects Millenniu
Brook Farm Reservation

BROOKLINE

1. Amory Woods mnd Hall's Pond Smncmmry

Located behind 1120 Beacon 5t and east of Ami

Parking on Beacon and at Amory Playgrounc

Hall's Pond and the sur

(5.06 acres) was or

drained directly into the
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2. Brookline Reservoir

Bovylst Stk VEE

3. Holyhood Cemetery
St. at H v Lane

Parking or

ithe ."-!:-.'1 Y=t |_'~.1 D minent

g Boston mayors Patrick Collin

nd hére are the
= Kennedy and John Boyle
and editor of The Pilot
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4. Larz Anderson Park
Goddaord

ders are the Museum of

cated in the estaie’s original carriage

one-room schoolhouse

1768

. Walnut Street Cemetery (The Old Burying Ground)

A - " —— | =
Valr ana Lnesi
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Philbrick) are buriec

Sewall and Davis fam
NEWTON

1. Bullough's Pond

Entrance on Dexter Rd

2. Cold Spring Park

Entrances off Beacon St (west of Walnut
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Westc hester Sis

e property

family
n 1913, It contains a ¢

wellor d S OQnd Wwoodianaqs

N
ging, and cross-country skiing. Parts of the
an be steep and

5. Nahanton Park
Park ng QCcess of

mIVer i

chestnut_59.JPG




6. Newton Cemetery

Walnut 5t

mature pia

rmotarcyc

ldren
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GLOSSARY

agquatic: living in
brook: a small stream
climax: mature ¢
conical: in the shape of

coppice

location removed from
esker: a
bly once C
eutrofication: th
woter body with
evergreen: a plant
habitat: the naturc
animal

herbaceous: a plant that dies back to the

by a block of
knoll: a hillocl
lava: molten rock
ledge: a projec

marsh

muck:

organic soil: composed mostly of the

OU1CFD|;|. olaoces where the nderlvir
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pE'C,H relatively

highly acic

perennial: plant tho

ported by undergrc

pioneer

abandoned agricl

ing the environment for othe

Sl"‘llﬂlg a stand I‘|-.:1 Qeqd iree

surface water: water

swamp

fion (trees C

terrane _ oup s tformed at the same }'.'|D'.'.'.:.' and

time

topography: the lay of the land, the steepness and

direction of the slopes

tuff: volcanic ash solidified into rock

vernal pool: shallow, often seasonal pond (typically

surrounded by upland woodlands) that serves as a
ground for salamanders and woodland frogs

usually devoid of fish )

volcanic ash: fine particles of lava that have been

ejecied from a volci

watershed: land

drainage network above a stream, river, lake, or other

body of water that contributes water to that body

water table: level of the soil that is saturated with

water, typically varies seas

wetland: any area

extended periods exerls a cor

plant community, soil properties, and animals liv

or us ng the
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